Evaluation of methods of sewage treatment on board of vessels on the basis of surveys in 1994-1999.
The purpose of the present study was to show in what degree the ships of the Polish merchant fleet observe the obligations provided for Poland by acts of good will of nations, i.e. International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships -MARPOL 73/78 - Annex IV, and the Helsinki Convention. The examinations involved ships equipped with sewage treatment and disinfection plants, the surveys were performed during their normal operation. The tests were made in accordance with the resolution MEPC-2(VII) and encompassed: determination of residual available chlorine (on board vessel, immediately after sampling), determination of faecal coli index and suspended solids, determination of biochemical oxygen demand (in laboratory conditions). Results of the tests were evaluated according to the above mentioned Resolution. From 1994 to 1999, the total of 245 surveys were made, 177 sewage treatment plants were evaluated, 173 certificates were issued (in that number 125 permanent and 48 temporary). It was stated that Polish ships were properly equipped and well prepared to comply with the obligations provided by international conventions. A conclusion was formulated that the curriculum of higher maritime schools should be broadened in respect of environment protection issues.